
 
 

 
 

Composting At Home 
 
MATERIALS: 

 Empty plastic two-liter bottle 
 Sharp scissors 
 Nail 
 Two medium sized bowls 
 Some material from the “brown” list 
 Some material from the “green” list 
 Dirt from outside 
 Flat dish 
 Spray bottle of water 
 Dish towel 

 
COMPOSTING MATERIALS: 
 
Brown carbon-rich: 
- Dry leaves 
- Straw/hay 
- Chopped twigs 
- Newspaper or other   
  Non-glossy paper 
- Cardboard 
- Eggshells 
- Brown paper bags 

Green nitrogen-rich: 
- Fruit scraps 
- Vegetable scraps 
- Fresh grass clippings 
- Coffee grounds/filters 
- Tea leaves 
- Fresh leaves 
- Hedge clippings 
- Garden waste 

Avoid: Meat, grease and oil, salt, dairy 

 
STEPS: 

1. Clean the plastic bottle and remove the 
label. Ask a grownup cut off the top of 
the bottle 1–2 inches from the neck, and 
set aside. Ask the grownup to use the 
nails to punch 8–10 holes around the 
bottle at various heights for air and 
drainage. 
 

2. Gather your “green” and “brown” 
materials. Cut, chop, and crush them 
into 1-inch pieces or smaller, keeping 
the greens in one bowl and browns in 
the other. 
 

3. Put the bottle on the tray and add some 
dirt to the bottom of the bottle. Add a 
layer of “brown” material and use the 
spray bottle to wet the first two layers. 
 

4. Add a layer of “green” material, then 
continue to alternate thin layers of dirt, 
“brown”, and “green” material, spraying 
water every few layers. Fill up to about 
4”-5” from the top. 
 

5. Flip the top of the bottle upside down 
and place in the bottle’s opening to use 
as a funnel. 
 

6. Keep your compost bottle in a sunny 
place and keep a towel over it when you 
are not using it. 
 

7. Check your composter every day. Add 
some water through the funnel to keep 
the whole thing damp. 
 

8. Feel free to record your observations 
each day! You can write in a science 
journal or take pictures. Compost can 
take up to a few months to be ready for 
planting, but track your observations to 
watch it change over time! 
 

Safety: Make sure to have your grownups 
use sharp tools.


